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CLINICS. 
HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 
’ Reports of Surgical Practice in the Lon- 


don Hospitals.—We went to sre the opera- ? 


tions at University College Hospital, Oct. 
27th last, and were glad to find the list un- 


the gut shining through it. No bleeding 
requiring interference occurred; the artery 
was speedily reached, and an ordinary stout 
whipcord ligature put round it. In the 
course of his subsequent explanatory re- 
; marks, Mr. Erichsen said that the incision 
:had been made higher than usual—so high, 


§ 


usually attractive, including the ligature -of }indeed, that he could have easily reached 


the external iliac artery by Mr. Erichsen, 
and four cases of lithotrity by Sir Henry 
Thompson. 

The first patient brought into the theatre 
was a cabman, aged 37, who had first no- 
liced a large femoral aneurism in the right 
groin four weeks previously, and in whom 
Mr. Erichsen proceeded to tie the external 
iliac artery. Chloroform was administered 
by the Resident Medical Officer with Clo- 
ver’s apparatus, which is now always used 
at this hospital. As soon as the man was 
fairly narcotized, Mr. Erichsen commenced. 
making the incision rather higher than 
usual, dividing the external oblique muscle 
without a director, but using this guard 
when making the deeper incisions. The 


the common iliac vessel had that been de- 
sired—in order to get as far above the aneu- 
rism as possible, since this extended above 
Poupart’s ligament. He pointed out the 
various steps of the operation, and said that 
$he would have employed the carbolized 
catgut ligature, as used by Professor Lister, 
but that on trying some of it before coming 
into the theatre, he had not felt satisfied of 
its strength, and, as the thread must be 
placed at the bottom of a tolerably deep 
wound, he thought it, on the whole, safer 
to trust to the usual whipcord. He men- 
tioned that there was another aneurism in 
the hospital, which might yet come before 
them in that place; but at present digital 
compression was being practised, the aneu- 





peritoneum came distinctly into view, with; rism being in the popliteal space, and he 
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174 
considered it right to give both compression 
and flexion a fair trial before subjecting the 
patient—a man aged only 23—to the risk of 
the graver alternative. 

The next case was one of a large firm 
nasal polypus, completely blocking the 
orifice of the right nostril of a woman. Mr. 
Erichsen slit up the nostril along ite junction 
with the cheek, and cut through the root of 
the growth with scissors, afterwards closing 
the wound with wire sutures and collodion. 
We carried away a portion of the polypus 
for microscopic examination, as it did not 
present the more usual gelatinous appear 
ance of these growths. We found the bulk 
of it to consist of spindle cells, intermingled 
with which were some large cells of the} 
myeloid kind, so that the structure resem. / 
bled rather that of an epulis than of an or- 
dinary nasal polypus, and it probably sprang 
from the periosteum covering the nasal pro- 
cess of the superior maxilla. 

Sir Henry Thompson’s four cases of 
lithotrity now put in their appearance in 
quick succession, and we were amused with 
the regularity and uniformity attending the 
introduction of these patients. The old men 
came down one after another, each bearing 





his pillow, on which his buttocks were te be 
supported, and carrying in his hand a pill-box 
containing the results of the former crush- 





ings. As each patient entered the theatre 
he was greeted by the surgeon with the 
question ‘*How often have you been 
crushed ?”’ followed by ‘‘ Have you your 
stone with you?’ The contents of the 
pill-box were then displayed, the nature of 
the calculus being explained to the students 
whilst the man climbed on to the table and 
adjusted his pillow. Then the lithotrite 
was introduced, the stone instantly caught 
and crushed two or three times, and the 
loaded instrument gently withdrawn, being } 
quickly whipped out of the orifice, the only § 
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where an enlarged prostate complicated 
matters somewhat, the man had suffered 
from slight febrile disturbance between the 
crushings. 

The last case was one of disease of the 
os calcis, in which Mr. Erichsen, having 
cut down upon the bone by a 1T'-shaped in. 
cision, gouged out the carious portion, and 
smoothed down the edgesof the cavity with 
an osteotrite—a practice which, he stated, 
he invariably adopted when it could be done 
safely, as by this means an exceedingly 
useful vot might be secured. the disease 
being prevented from extending to the 
joint. 

Going round the surgical wards of St. 
Mary’s Hospital with Mr. Haynes Walton's 
class one day last week, we were specially 
struck with the excellent results of the sys- 
tem of continued irrigation as adopted by 
that surgeon. One good example of the 
beneficial effects of this plan of treatment 
we have lately recorded in these columns. 
At the time of our report the man was 
making good progress towards recovery. 
He has since left the hospital with a per- 
fectly strong, albeit somewhat curved, leg. 
Our readers may remember that the case 
was one of severe compound and comni- 
nuted fracture of the tibia, in which a large 
bit of the bone was broken off, leaving only 
athin plate of the posterior surface of the 
bone undetached at the bo tom of a large 
wound. Although this wound took on an 
actively sloughing character, and the pa- 
tient’s general health became seriously im- 
paired, from the date of the commencement 
of tepid irrigation not only was all or 
nearly all pain removed, but the reparative 
process made such good way that the whole 
of the new bone was formed with the dis- 
charge of only a thin scale like a large 
thumb nail. 

There is at this moment in one of the 


step in the process producing any demon-} male surgical wards another good example 
stration on the part of the patient. ‘I'he ex-} of this treatment in the form of a very large 
tracted fragments were then turned vut on} ulcer nearly surrounding a man’s lb; The 
‘to a bit of blotting paper and added to the: surface is now covered with bright healthy 
pill-box collection, and the patient carried’ granulations, and an inch of sound cicatricial 
back to bed. Three of the stones were of} skin surrounds the sore; but at the date of 
uric acid, occurring in men aged 65, 57, and} admission the ulcer was very much larger, 
65 respectively. and the fourth was of urate} the surface exceedingly foul, and the edges 
of soda, in a man aged 69, who had been? spreading rapidly. ‘The phagedaena was 
crushed already three times. ‘he others} checked, and the healthy acticn set in 
had been before operated upon once, twice,; immediately on the irrigation being ap- 
end thrice respectively. Jn oe instance,‘ plied. 
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We shall hope to present tore of these { to cure, which results from a slough on the 
cases to the notice of our readers at a future $ heel. 
time. We saw a-curious case, also under the 

The plan of putting up fractures of the } care of Mr. Haynes Walton, of a man, aged 
thigh suggested long since by Mr. Walton. § 35, who, three years and a half before, had 
and exclusively used by him in the wards, } sustained a severe fall, in which he had lost 
seems to produce such good results that we $ one of his front teeth—the right upper late- 
may mention here the chief points of the ¢ ral incisor. A few weeks later, after much 
practice, although it has no longer any no-} pain and swelling in the upper jaw, an 
velty to’recommend it. The main defect ; abscess formed, and discharged through 
in the ordinary long or ‘‘ Liston’s’’ splint is} a small opening in the cheek, as well as 
that, extension being made from the tarsus, § throngh the alveolus of the lost tooth. The 
this part of the foot is apt to be elongated, ? case was supposed to be one of caries of the 
and an inconvenient deformity is thereby $ maxilla, and many naval surgeons treated 
induced. In order to prevent this, Mr.3the man under this belief, but without alle- 
Walton directs that, instead of the usual$viating the symptoms. When he came 
two equal notches in the bottom of the {under Mr. Walton’s care there was consid- 
splint, the upper notch (in the position of ; erable swelling of the side of the face, much 
the applied splint) shall be only one inch pain, and constant profuse discharge from a 
long, the lower one being from seven to eight ? sinus in the right cheek half an inch outside 
inches. The splint should be long enough $ the nostril. The discharge from the alveo- 
to reach well up into the axilla from an inch $ lus had stopped, and the bottom healed over. 
below the sole of the foot, and carefully On probing the sinus in the cheek, Mr. 
padded. The foot and lower third of the leg; Walton was convinced that he detected the 
are then thickly padded with cotton-wool, }smooth hard surface of tooth enamel, and 
80 as to prevent any possible pressure on} he accordingly enlarged the opening andex- - 
heel, external malleolus, or tendo Achillis {tracted with forceps a perfect incisor tooth 
The splint is now to be applied to the outer $ lying loose in the antrum. When we saw 
side of the limb, and a turn of bandage$the man, eleven days after the operation, 


and swelling quite disappeared. — Med. 
Times and Gazette, Nov. 6, 1869. 


shortermoteh so as to fix the foot quite 
squarely in position. The bandage is then 
carried upover the ankle, and a turn or two 
round the leg above the malleoli and} Excision of Head of Femur with Great 
through the larger notch fixes the splint} Trochanter for Hip-joint Disease; subse- 
firmly to the leg. after which the bandage $ quent Perforation of the Floor of the Ace- 
may be taken in the usual manner up to the ?fabulum from extensive Cartes; Death.— 
knee. The perineal band is next adjusted $A point of great interest in the following 
and counter-extension made, the splint be-{case which was treated in the ‘‘ Dread- 
ing further fastened by a broad bandage } nought’’ Hospital Ship, is the information it 
passed round the pelvis between the great ? affords regarding the influence of resection 
trochanter and the crest of the ilium, and 3 of the hip on the progress of carious disease 
the head of the splint kept in a comfortable }in the acetabulum. It has been recently 
position by a bandage round the chest,which 3 suggested that caries of the floor of this 
may be altered by the patient to suit his own } cavity need not be considered as a contra- 
comfort. The thigh has thus no bandage ‘indication of the operation, or even as a 
covering it, although the whole apparatus likely cause of its failure, since the removal 
is so firmly fixed that the patient may be $of the diseased head of the femur from its 
readily rolled over on to his sound side with- 3 socket and a large external wound favour 
out disturbing the limb. ‘The perineal band 3 the elimination of the carious bone by na- 
may be removed by the end of a week, the § tural means, and ultimate cure. The clini- 
muscles being then quite quiet. During the }cal history of Mr. Rooke’s patient, how- 
period of confinement to bed the heel is$ever, proves the necessity of hesitation and 
never allowed to rest for long together in? great caution in applying these viewa in 
one position, pillows being shifted daily $ practice. At the time of the operation, the 
under the leg, so as to prevent any chance ‘chief seat of the disease was the upper end 
of the formation of that most tedious sore fof the femur, including the neck and the 


passed round the metatareus and through the the wound was all but healed, and the pain 
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two trochanters ; this waa detached by the § 
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debility and emaciation of the lad, and 


saw and removed, exposing the floor of the} symptoms of hectic, excision was decided 
acetabulum, which, though stripped of its; upon, and performed on May 2ist. 


articular cartilage, was composed of hard 


Operation —A long straight incision was 


and apparently sound bone, and.presented 3 made from above downwards over the great 
but slight traces of active disease. The trochanter. After a considerable thickness 


case at first promised favourably, but at the 
end of the fourth week the progress towards 
recovery was arrested, and profuse suppu- 
ration, acute pain in the hip, and, finally, 
symptoms indicative of intra-pelvic effusion, 
resulted in the death of the patient fourteen 
weeks after the excision. At the autopsy, 
the upper extremity of the femur was found 
capped with organized lymph, and ina very 
satisfactory condition. The acetabulum, 
on the other hand, was extensively affected, 
its floor perforated in several places, and 
the surrounding bone converted into an 
uneven, soft, and carious mass—the result 
of disease, the activity and speed of which 
had increased to a very great extent after 
the removal of the head of the femur. 
Joseph F , aged eighteen years, a 
thin and excitable lad, was admitted into 
the Seamen’s Hospital on Oct. 21st, 1868. 
Previous history.—Commenced a sea- 
faring life as a cook on board a coasting 
vessel in the spring of 1864. Had very 
good health up to the month of November 
of the same year, when, after prolonged 
exposure to wet and cold, he complained 
of general uneasiness, and subsequently of 
stiffness and severe pain in the right hip. 
The local symptoms increased in severity, 
and, in spite of treatment and rest for nine 
months in the Swansea Infirmary, rendered 
the lad perfectly helpless. He was then 
sent to London, and resided with a relation 
up to the time of his admission into the} 
** Dreadnought.” When first seen by Mr. 
Rooke, the patient presented well-marked $ 
symptoms of morbus coxarius. There was 
no abscess. He was kept at perfect rest 
in bed, and treated by the administration 
of tonics and the occasional application of 
the actual cautery. At the end of the year 
he had recovered so far that he was allowed 
to getup. The joint at this time was free 
from pain. A heavy fall in the ward in 
February, 1869, was followed by acute pain 
in the hip, painful muscular spasms, and 
severe general reaction. Abscesses formed 
rapidly at the upper part of the thigh, from 





of soft and infiltrated tissue had been cut 
through the upper portion of the femur was 
exposed. The head of the bone was found 
to be firmly fixed in the cotylofd cavity, 
By forcibly adducting and flexing the limb 
the end of the femur was thrust through the 
wound. The head was denuded of carti- 
lage, flattened, and irregular in shape; the 
neck and great trochanter were also much 
diseased. The saw was applied at first just 
bei v the great trochanter ; but as the can- 
cellated tissue was found diseased at the 
level of this section, another slice of the 
femur was removed. The acetabulum was 
quite bare of cartilage, but the form and 
depth of the cavity were but slightly altered. 
A gouge was applied to the exposed bone, 
forming the floor and margins of the cavity, 
but, as this was firm and vascular, only a 
small portion was removed. The edges 
of the incision were brought together by 
sutures, and the limb fixed by. the usual 
long splint. 

For the first three weeks after the opera- 
tion the patient did well. The,emaciation 
persisted, but the hectic ceased; the appe- 
tite returned, and the general condition was 
much improved. The wound, though ex- 
tensive, became rapidly filled up by granv- 
lations. A great tendency to shortening 
and adduction was counteracted by abduet- 
ing the limb and keeping it extended by 
weights. 

At the end of June there was an unfa- 
vourable change. ‘The upper part of the 
right thigh began to swell and to become 
cedematous, and there was an increase in 
the amount of discharge. His rest and 
mental condition were much disturbed by 
severe pains, which radiated from the eeat 
of operation along the front of the thigh and 
leg to the foot. These were relieved only 
by repeated injections of morphia under the 
skin. From the 24th June the patient be- 
came gradually worse. Extreme general 
emaciation was masked in the lower limbs, 
especially in the left leg and foot, by exten- 
sive anasarca. The purulent discharge from 





which there was a profuse discharge of 
thick, greenish pus, which could not be 
arrested. In consequence of the increasing } 


the right thigh persisted, and the cedema 
and severe pain over the iliac region indi- 
cated deep-seated suppuration in the pelvis, 
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and At the end of August the patient passed; double optic neuritis, made it certain that 
ided suddenly into a state of unconsciousness, ; ‘the disease was of some coarse kind. The 

from which he but partially recovered ; and, | ; age of the patient rendered it most probable 
was after occasional delirium, he died on the; that this coarse disease was tumour. His 
reat evening of September 5th. | sudden death led to the inference of hemor- 
Ness Post-mortem examination.—Lower limbs ‘ rhage from tumour. 
cut and scrotum very anasarcous. In front of The following case might easily have 
was right femur two large abscesses leading up ‘ “given trouble in diagnosis had not the pa- 
und to the seat of operation; back part of thigh ‘tient’s previous history been known. A 
ity. traversed from gluteal region to popliteal: man twenty-three years of age, under the 
imb space by a third purulent sac. Upper ex- ‘care of Dr. Ramskill, had convulsive at- 
the tremity of right femur closely embraced by ‘ tacks; he suffered intense pain in his head, 
arti- fibrous and muscular tissues; the surface ‘ and there was double optic neuritis. It was 
the left by the saw covered a thick layer of’ almost certain from these symptoms that 
uch tough organized lymph. Acetabulum oc-’there was intracranial tumour. He was 
just cupied by upper part of femur ; osseous tis- ‘ doing very well, being about the ward. He 
can- sue around the cavity much diseased ; and had a good appetite, and was able to read, 
the the floor perforated by three orifices, two’ when one night he was seized with a con- 
“the of which communicated with intra-pelvic ‘ vulsion, became very deeply comatose, and 
was abscesses, the third with a large cullection ; died in two or three hours. Dr. Sutton 
and of pus in the right iliac fossa, ‘I'he portions ‘found at the autopsy a gliomatous tumour 
red. of innominate bone beyond the carious arid of the fore part of the left anterior cerebral 
one, blackened tissue surrounding the cotyloid | lobe, with recent effusion of blood to the 
vity, cavity were quite sound. Both lungs oceu- ‘ extent of several ounces. 
lly a pied by very numerous nodules of miliary: Had this man been brought to the hos- 
dges tubercle. Right kidney lardaceous; the ‘ pital under like circumstances to those of 
r by left affected with extensive scrofulous dis- ’ the patient whose case is next related, the 
sual ease. Liver pale; weight 2? |bs.—Lancet, ‘ diagnosis would have been impossible, un- 

Oct. 9, 1869. ‘ less, perhaps, the ophthalmoscope had been 
pera: - ‘used. If we find optic neuritis in a young, 
ation Death by Hemorrhage from Cerebral Tu- healthily-built patient, who has become 
ppe- mours (under the care of Dr. Huguuines | comatose after a convulsion, we should, Dr. 
wae Jackson).—The modes of death from cere- | Hughlings Jackson thinks, be warranted 
1 exe bral tumours are very various. One patient ‘in disgnosing tumour, but we could not 
ange suffers from the tumour slowly, one nervous | say there was hemorrhage from that tumour. 
ning symptom following another; another dies‘ It is well known that patients, the subjects 
duct. in what is called brain fever; a third is; of organic disease of many kinds, probably 
A by suddenly killed by hemorrhage from the } ; of any kind affecting one cerebral hemi- 

tumour. Again some patients die without § sphere, are liable to coma after attacks of 
anfa- any symptoms referable to the head, and a‘ simpler convulsions—?. e., convulsive at- 
F the tumour is found post mortem. Death by ‘tacks without any effusion of blood. 
ome hemorrhage deserves careful recognition.} But if the patient with optic neuritis were 
ge In If we have a good hi-tory these cases give } very deeply comatose, especially if he were 
and us little trouble in diagnosis. ‘so after but one sudden convulsion; if the 
d by A boy, aged nine, was under Dr. Hugh- fit was not known to have begun by a de- 
feal lings Jackson’s care at the London Hospital, } liberate ‘‘ aura’? in the face, arm, or leg, 
| and for paralysis of the third nerve on one side, ; and especially if the patient had had fits so 
only and hemiplegia on the other. ‘These symp- ; beginning before ; if there were no discover- 
r the toms had come on slowly with headache ; able hemiplegia, we should fear hemorrhage 
t bee and there was a double optic neuritis. He ‘from a tumour, and we should believe the 
neral died during the night of effusion of blood ; patient would die. But we have not always 
mbs, from a tumour of the crus cerebri, which : ‘such helps. The diagnosis is not always 
ten cansed the paralytic symptoms. The palsy ; ready made. In the following case the pa- 
from of the third nerve on one side, and of the ‘ tient was not young, there was no known 
lema arm and leg on the other, pointed to disease ‘ ‘convulsion, and there were no changes in 


indi- of the crus cerebri. The gradual onset of {the optic disks, and the history Mr. Leach 
vis, the paralysis, and its complication with supplied was not obtained until afier the 
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autopsy. It is needless to say that the diag- {were one and the same individual. The 


nosis of hemorrhage from cerebral tumour 
was in this case impossible. It has no less 
value on that account. 

A man fifty-six years of age was dis- 
charged on July Ist from the Dreadnought 
for a simple infraction of the rules. The 
only symptom the man then had was pain 
in the head. He was brought, on July 10th, 
in a cqmatose state, to the London Hospital. 
He died there that night at 1.30 P.M. All 
the police knew was that the poor fellow 
had been picked up in the street the day 
before, and taken to his lodgings, when he 
was supposed to be tipsy. As he did not 
get up next morning, he was looked after 
at midday. At the autopsy a vascular tu- 
mour was found in the posterior lobe of the 
left hemisphere, close upon the middle 
cornu, and in the descending cornu. In 
the lateral ventricle was an effusion of blood 
to the extent of several ounces, which had 
presumably come from the tumour, as no 
part of the brain was broken up except the 
wall of the middle cornu near the tumour.— 
The Lancet, Oct. 23, 1869. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Misquotatiuns and Blunders.—There is 
a kind of blundering frequently met with in 
the medical journals of our time, which is 


utterly unaccountable. It is impossible to 
obtain the slightest clew to the process by 
which it is evolved. We can conceive of 
no crooked mental habit in which it may 
have originated. It indicates no rule or law 
of mental exercise by which it may be ex- 
plained. It is often so wide of the truth, 
so perfectly absurd, as to be almost incredi- 
ble. For a few specimens we need noi go 
beyond the journals issued within the last 
twelve months. 

In the American Journal of Insanity, 
April, 1868, is an article by Dr. Kellogg on 
Junius Brutus Booth, containing several 
anecdotes of this celebrated actor, and some 
ingenious remarks on his life and character. 
In alate No.of the Annales Médico- Psycho- 
logiques, Dr. Brierre de Boismont, a gentle- 
man who has been writing all his days, and 
writing very well, too, cites this article, 
quotes some of the incidents, but mixes 
them up with incidents drawn from the life 
of his son, J. Wilkes Booth, as though they 





reader is informed that the Booth whose 
admirable personations of Shylock, Richard . 
ITI., Macbeth, Othello, Iago, &c., have 
never been surpassed, in the opinion of 
many a play-goer of the last generation, 
closed his troubled career by assassinating 
President Lincoln, and being himself shot 
down like a beast of prey! Now, in the 
original article is not one word about J, 
Wilkes Booth—not even:the most distant 
allusion to him. 

In the same Journal, November, 1868, 
the same writer notices an article on the 
Mary Harris case, contained in the Ameri 
can Journal of Insanity, Oct. 1866. He 
says the author of that article believes that 
New York must eventually adopt the prac. 
tice of other States, which is to send per- 
sons who are acquitted of crime on the 
ground of insanity, to some lunatic asylum, 
instead of turning them loose upon the 
community, as was done in that case, 
Now, in the original article, it was dis 
tinctly stated that both the homicide and 
the trial occurred in Washington, not one 
syllable being said about New York. Some 
of our foreign contemporaries have an idea 
that New York is about the only place on 
this side uf the Atlantic—an idea that may 
have arisen from a prevalent habit among 
modern New Yorkers of styling their com- 
monwealth the Empire State. The pristine 
Knickerbockers indulged in no such non- 
sense. Now, we beg our French friends to 
bear in mind that, though we might pa- 
tiently suffer the Empire State to swallow 
up such small fry as Connecticut or Rhode 
Island, we must emphatically protest 
against any such process being performed 
on the Capital of the nation. We would 
like to keep that out of its omnivorous maw. 
Our English friends, who ought to know 
better, have as little regard as their neigh- 
bors for our geographical distinctions. Mr. 
Webster once said that in an after-dinner 
speech by an English notability, he was 
spoken of as a distinguished member of the 
Upper House of New York. We have no 
objection té New York, with this reserva- 
tion, that the city has never seemed to us to 
be a place strongly calculated to remind one 
of Arcadian innocence and purity, but the 
idea of her being the national government 
excites some unpleasant reflections. 

In a volume recently published by the 
Sydenham Society of London, entitled 8 
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“Retrospect of Medicine and Surgery,” a 
paragraph is devoted to an article in the 
American Journal of Medical Science, 
July, 1868, on Delusions, by Dr. Ray. 
“Dr. R.,”’ says the writer, ‘‘ defines a de- 
lusion to be an impossibility, not in the na- 
ture of things, but in the circumstances of 
the case.’ Dr. Ray uttered no such non- 
sense. What he said was, that delusion 
was the belief in something impossible, 
either in the nature of things, or the cir- 
cumstances of the case. We would not 
charge the writer with deliberate perversion, 
but it is none the less ridiculous and pro- 
voking. 

Lord Hale’s rule of law respecting par- 
tial insanity might seem to be as familiar 
as household words to all much conversant 
with the jurisprudence of insanity. It runs 
thus: ‘‘This partial insanity seems not to ex- 
cuse thei, in the committing of any offence 
for its matter capital. ... It is very difficult 
to define the invisible line that divides per- 
fect and partial insanity ; but it must rest 
upon circumstances duly to be weighed by 
judge and jury,’’ &c. In August, 1868, Dr. 
Laycock, Professor of Medicine, &c., in 
the University of Edinburgh, read to the 
“ Medico- Psychological Association’’ an 
address entitled ‘‘ Suggestions for rendering 
Medico-Mental Science available to the 
Administration of Juatice.’’ In the course 
of his address, he has occasion to quote this 
passage from Lord Hale, and this is the way 
he does it: ‘‘ This partial insanity seems 
not to excuse them in committing any 
offence, for i¢ ts matter capital. . . . It is 
very difficult to determine the indivisible 
line that divides perfect and partial insan- 
ity.’ Our first thought was that the 
printer or amanuensis was at fault, but the 
remark that immediately follows shows that 
the conjecture was wrong. ‘ What is 
meant,”’ he says, ‘‘ by determining an in- 
divisible line, and what are the circum. 
stances a jury has to weigh, have never 
been clearly explained, although the attempt 
has been often made.’’ We quite agree 
with the Professor, that what is meant by 
an ‘‘ indivisible line,’’ has never been ex- 
plained, clearly or otherwise, but we can 
assure him that though he has failed to dis- 
cern its meaning, he has at least found an 
unquestionable mare’s nest. When and 
where juries have often attempted to make 
this notable discovery in advance of the 
Professor, but ‘‘ died without the sight,’’ 





he has not told us, though it would be 
something very interesting to know. 

In a notice of a book by Dr. Page, in 
Hammond’s Journal, vol. ii. p. 574, the 
reader is treated to the following remark- 
able bit of information : “ For a much less 
wicked book, the distinguished Dr. Law- 
rence was driven from his chair in the 
London University.’ This refers, no doubt, 
to some lectures on Physiology, Zoology, 
and the Natural History of Man, delivered 
in the College of Surgeons by the late Sir 
William Lawrence. They provoked a good 
deal of odium, but how they could have had 
the effect indicated by this writer, it is hard 
to understand, as the lectures were deliv- 
ered in 1817 and 1818, and published in 
1822, while no professors in the London 
University were appointed until 1828. The 
mystery-is heightened by the fact that Sir 
William never was a professor in the Lon- 
don University at all. 

The ministers of a past generation, after 
plodding along with their weary hearers 
from firstly to seventeenthly, were accus- 
tomed to end with an ‘‘improvement”’ of 
the subject, and we would do the same. 
These instances shovld teach us to be cau- 
tious how we quote at second hand. No 
writer properly regardful of his own repu- 
tation and of the moral obligation resting 
upon him, will fail to verify the authority 
for every fact he relates. Whoever under- 
takes to enlighten his fellow-men abuses 
the trust which he assumes, when mislead- 
ing them by carelessness of this kind. A 
lie is none the less a lie because it originates 
in a mistake ; and it must be borne in mind 
that a lie is endowed with a vitality scarcely 
less than that of a truth. It passes from one 
book to another, from one generation to an- 
other, until, happily, some toiling inquirer 
detects its character and strips it of all 
claims to belief. I. R. 

Library of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia.—We are pleased to be able 
to announce that this collection of medical 
works continues annually to increase in 
value and extent. More than five hundred 
volumes have been added during the past 
year, making the whole number of volumes, 
at present, more than fifteen thousand ; and 
this is exclusive of over six hundred volumes 
of duplicates. These last are for sale, and 
the proceeds will be appropriated to the pur- 
chase of other works. Physicians who de- 
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sire to purchase any of the duplicates can} 
obtain them at very reasonable prices by 


applying to the Librarian at the hall, N. E. 
corner of 13th and Locust streets. 
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Death from Bichloride of Methylene.— 
The first recorded death (as far as we are 
aware) from the inhalation of bichloride of 
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A death from chloroform is reported 
from the Hanley Infirmary. The newspa. 
pers report that there was fatty degenera. 
tion and enlargement of the heart, and that 
‘* matter’? was present on the surface of the 
brain. —Med. T. and Gaz., Sept. 18, 1869. 

The British Medical Journal for October 
2, 1869, contains the following report of a 
death from chloroform which occurred at 
the Croydon Hospital Sept. 15th last :— 

C. F., a married woman, aged 52, was 


methylene occurred this week in Charing-§ admitted on August 28th. Just previously, 


Cross Hospital. The patient, who had been} 
greatly reduced by malignant disease of the 
jaw, was about to be operated on by Mr. 
Canton. The anesthetic agent was being 
administered by Mr. Peter Marshall, who 
has had great experience in its use, and only 
a very small quantity had been given, when 
the fatal collapse occurred. 

A ful! report of the case, by Mr. Mar- 
shall, will be found in the British Medical 
Journal for Oct. 23, 1869. 

Deaths from Chloroform.—The Austra- 
lian Medical Gazette relates the case of a 
man who died at Ovens Hospital from chlo- 
roform. He was 25 years of age, and took 
the chloroform previous to undergoing am- 





putation of the finger. Only a small quan. 
tity of the agent was used. On examination 
after death, the heart was found to.be in a 
state of fatty degeneration, and the spleen 
was ruptured. A considerable quantity of 
blood was found in the peritoneum. The 
Gazette remarks that several cases of death 
from chloroform have recently occurred, in 
all of which fatty degeneration of the heart 
was found, though it was not discoverable 
before death.— Med. Times and Gaz., Sept. 
18, 1869. 


Infirmary on September 11. 
forming an important operation, Dr. Ross, 
the house-physican, administered to the 
patient from 15 to 20 drops of chloroform 
ona piece of lint, and the inhalation had 
gone on for three or four minutes, when the 
pulse suddenly stopped. The evidence at 
the inquest proved that all possible precau- 
tions had been taken, and a verdict exon- 
erating the medical men from blame was 
accordingly returned. Post-mortem exa- 
mination disclosed the presence of pus on 
the surface of the brain, and also a slight 


> 


roform took place at the North Stwffordshire : 
; 


; é 
A death from the administration of chlo-; 
Prior to per-} ment came on, which lasted three minutes 


she had lost a large quantity of blood. 
Upon examination, it was found that she 
had on each ligamentum patelle a tumour 
of the size of a large orange. From the 
history of the case, which dates many years 
back, they evidently had been inflamed 
burs, the contents of which had gradually 
become solid from fibrinous deposit. The 
one on the right knee was ruptured froma 
blow ; this was the cause of the loss of blood, 
Perfect rest in bed, with the heel raised, 
and cotton steéped in styptic co!loid applied 
to the wound, was the treatment pursued. 
The case was well watched from this time 
up to Thursday, September 9th, when fluc- 
tuation was felt above the original wound. 
The parts sloughed, and emitted a most 
offensive sanious discharge. On Sunday, 
Sept. 12th, there was a return of hemor- 
rhage, but inconsiderable in amount. To 
cleanse the wound and stop the unhealihy 
ulcerative process, it was resolved to apply 
nitric acid to the wound; and chloroform 
was administered for that purpose on Wed- 
nesday, September 15h. Dr. Skinner's 
apparatus was used, and the drop-botile, 
which, by inversion, holds about half a 
drachm. This was replenished three times. 
Altogether, two drachms of chloroform was 
the quantity inhaled.. From three to four 
minutes elapsed before the stage of excite- 


longer. There was no third stage of com- 
plete insensibility, such as usually occurs, 
for the proper performance of a surgical 
operation ; but she died instantly, without 
the slightest warning, immediately after 
muscular action. Marshall Hall’s method, 
the Silvester method, and galvanism, were 
severally had recourse to. The last gave 
some slight hope of benefit, as the arms 
were raised, and the hands applied to the 
mouth; and the diaphragm acted twice, 
with two corresponding acts of inspiration. 


enlargement of the heart.—Lancet, Sept.}; But this did not continue; and further 


18, 1869. 
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efforts at resuscitation were, with regret,{ taneously by a prolonged inspiration, the 
abandoned. precursor of natural breathing, and restora- 
No post-mortem examination was al j ration of the heart’s action. This measure, 
lowed. but with a small bit of ice, would, doubt- 
A boy, aged 12, employed in the Cwm} less, answer equally well with still-born 
Neol Coal- Works, was injured on Aug. 22d ! children. 
by being knocked duwn and run over by a _ 
coal train. Some weeks after the accident it} Aquapuncture.—M. Matusz has been try- 
was, for the first time, found that he had } ing in his clinic, in several cases of sympa- 
dislocation of the hip. Mr. Davies resolved { thetic muscular pain, the effects of a new 
in attempting reduction. Chlorofurm was and ingenious form of revulsion invented by 
given on a handkerchief, in doses of twenty ;M. Matthieu, and by him designated 
to thirty drops ata time. The operators had } ‘‘Aquapuncture.”” Attached to a forcing- 
been pulling at the ropes, when it was no- } pump is a leaden pipe with a filiform ad- 
ticed that the pulse was failing ; and the boy } justment at its extremity. Pressure on the 
immediately died. He had been under the } lever of the pump causes the penetration 
influence of the chloroform about twenty } under the skin, through a capillary punc- 
minutes, and two drachms had been given. } ture, of some grammes of water which dis- 
As far as regards the chloroform, no blame { tend the subcutaneous cellular tissue, form- 
appears to lie with any one concerned in ing a small whitish spot, from the centre of 
the administration.—Brit. Med. Journ., Oct. | which sometimes a droplet of blood issues. 
16, 1869. The first penetration of the cutis causes a 
During the year we have recorded in this { sharpish pain; but this soon ceases, and in 
journal twenty-five cases of death from} fifieen or twenty minutes the effused water 
chloroform. Commentary upon these disappears, leaving only the traces of a 
figures is unnecessary. Remembering the‘ mere puncture, the pain having also disap- 
comparatively insignificant number of al-’ peared. M. Mallez has employed it in 
leged deaths from the inhalation of ether {some twenty cases. One of these was an 
recorded since its introduction to the pre- example of severe sacro-{umbar muscular 
sent time, and that there is not one of ; pains accompanying ataxy of the bladder, 
these ‘‘ which cannot be explained on some } with enlarged prostate. Twenty-eight 
other ground equally plausible’? (Rep. of; points of aquapuncture, made in the region 
Ether Comm. of Bost. Sov. for Med. Im-3 of pain, were fullowed by immediate relief. 
provement; Extracts from Record, vol. iv., } Another patient suffering from prostatic dis- 
Supplement, p. 216)—a statement undoubt- charge, with rachialgia, was instantly re- 
edly not true as regards chloroform—we ; lieved afier eight punctures in the perineal 
must inderse Prof Stillé’s remark (Mat. Saad four in the lumbar region. The other 
Med. and Therap., vol.ii. p. 115 3ded) that {cases more or less completely resembled 
“the surgeon who employs it (chloroform) j theae both in the muscular and sympathetic 
assumes a responsibility of life and death {character of the pain and in the speedy 
for which neither his office nor the moral } relief—or, at all events, considerable allevi- 
law affurd him any license.”’ ‘ation—obtained, and that more rapidly and 
‘ more completely than by faradization or other 
Ice in Chloroform preewewes —Dr. Baillie, } means of revulsion—Med. Times and Gaz., 
Surgeon to the Calcutta Native Hospital { Nov. 6, 1869. 
states (Indian Medical Gazette, Sept. 1, - 
1869) that in cases of syncope from inhala-} Scarlet Fever in London.—An epidemic 
tion of too large a quantity of chloroform, } of scarlet fever is prevailing in London, and, 
there is no means upon which he should | indeed, all over England, with greater or 
more rely to restore the movements of re- {less sevérity, and is evidently advancing 
spiration, than the introduction of a good- | rather than receding i in its progress. Dur- 
sid lump of ice into the rectum. This | ing the week previous to Nov. 6th, 229 
is much more easily effected than one would ‘deaths from the disease was registered in 
suppose : a little pressure with the ice being | { London. Of these fatal cases 154 were of 
made over the sphincter causes it to relax, ‘children under five years of age. ‘The fol- 
and the ice slips in, followed almost instan- ‘ lowing week there were 470 latal cases. 
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vision of United States, 90 
Philadelphia, medical instruction in, during 
summer, 58 
Phosphorus, turpentine as an antidote to, 28 
——, treatment of cataract by, 62 
Phosphorized oil, 7 
Phthisis among Lyons silk-weavers, 159 
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Simmons, ether vs. chloroform, 138 

Simpson, aortic regurgitation from injury to 
valves, 21 

Skull, fracture of base of, 137 

Sleep disease, 8 

Sleeplessness of infants, bromide of potas- 
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